
Alternative: Middletown Mining Rezoning  

 
Alternative to the O-N Minerals rezoning application for 639 acres near Middletown: rezone only 
Parcel 90-A-23 from agriculture to extractive manufacturing, subject to following restrictions: 

·  Restrict limestone mining to “Disturbance Area” marked on map above. 
·  Extinguish all other land uses permitted in the extractive manufacturing zoning category.  
·  Preserve buffers on Cedar Creek and adjoining landowners, with no soil or other disturbance 

within the buffer.  
·  Implement a soil erosion control plan on dirt mounds created by mining.  
·  Adopt the recommendations for control of traffic, dust, noise and visual impacts contained in 

the Frederick County Planning Department review of the O-N Minerals rezoning application. 
·  Withdraw application to rezone Parcel 83-A-109. 



Benefits of Middletown Mining Rezoning Alternative 

 
Significant Mining Rights Retained: O-N Minerals facilities in Frederick County represent just 10 
percent of the company’s known limestone reserves. Combined with existing operations, limestone 
on Parcel 90 A 23 (southern portion of map) would support mining operations for at least 30 years. 
 
Historic Resources Preserved: The historic resources associated with the Battle of Cedar Creek 
are concentrated on Parcel 83 A 109 (northern portion of map). Historic resources on the southern 
parcel are already impacted visually by the existing limestone mining operation. 
 
Natural Resources Protected: Properly designed buffers on the southern parcel can greatly reduce, 
mitigate or eliminate the impacts on Cedar Creek and rare plant and animal species upland. 
 
Traffic, Dust, Noise Addressed: County staff recommendations would greatly reduce, mitigate or 
eliminate these impacts.  
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